
Tear EYE SBS 
7” x 5” Claybord 
Micron CM-SB V2 
Etac EFX transparent paint. 
Image transfer. 
I have tried many different ways of transferring reference images but tend to prefer the old 
fashioned simple method of rubbing the back of the image with an HB pencil. 

 
Never lets me down and only leaves a faint mark on the substrate.. 
  



Initial mapping out : 
First I cover the tear drop with frisket as this will be the last item painted and is in very sharp focus 
so needs to really stand out. After cover the tear I put down a very light coat of transparent burnt 
umbra, just to establish something to erase for the textures, plus burnt umbra is a nice ‘warm’ base 
for the skin colours . 

 
  



First textures: 
Just using a pencil eraser I start to establish the first simple textures. 

 
When I need a sharp crisp highlight I cut the end of the eraser to a chisel shape giving me a nice 
sharp edge to erase with, (soon goes blunt though). 
  



Adding Colour: 
First layer of colour is a light dusting of transparent Golden Ochre, then a dusting of Brown Ochre in 
the warmer area’s , and then burnt umbra for the darker areas. As I am using transparents it’s a case 
of applying one colour on top of another gradually building up to the colour/tone I am after. 

 
During the process of building up the colour I will re-establish the textures. 
  



Eye Detail: 
As before I start to map out the detail , this time with paynes grey as this base colour is best suited 
to the ‘cooler’ colours in the eye. 

 
I am still detailing the ‘out of focus’ stuff so as before only the pencil eraser is used here for any 
texture detail. 
  



Now I add a bit of colour and re-establish any textures required. 

 
 
  



Now the same approach with the iris. 

  
The iris has a lot more focus and detail so now I am using a pencil eraser with the end sharpened 
into a chisel to give a sharp edge for fine line erasing and I also use the edge of a 2mm fibre pen. 
  



Eyelashes: 
Most of the eyelashes are freehand Airbrush work, but I also supplement with the ‘split frisket’ 
method.  

 

 
  



Tear: 
The tear is in very sharp focus so needs sharp defined edges , so here I have used liquid masking fluid 
to cover up the ‘white’ areas of the tear drop. 

 
You can only just see it, the liquid mask is blue.. 
  



After carefully painting the uncovered area, the mask fluid is rubbed of and I just touch up here and 
there. 

 
 
Job Done  
 
Hope you found this useful … 
 
Steve 
 


